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High-pH formulations such as 
hair dyes, relaxers, and 
depilatories have long depended 
on soaps, surfactants, fatty 
alcohols and waxes to build 
structure and stability. While 
effective, these conventional 
approaches can limit formulation 
flexibility and long-term 
performance under strongly 
alkaline conditions.  
Acrylic polymer derivatives 
redefine performance in alkaline 
systems, delivering precise 
rheology control, superior 
stability and modern sensory 
appeal for the next generation of 
formulations. 

 
VISCOLAM® B25 is an acrylic 
thickener designed for 
challenging personal-care 
formulations, including hair dyes, 
relaxers and depilatories. It 
provides efficient thickening over 
a wide alkaline pH range with 
excellent stability in demanding 
and aggressive systems. 

 
INCI name: 
Acrylates/Beheneth-25 
Methacrylate Copolymer 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                         

 
 
Summary of 
benefits 
Combining high performance 
and stability, VISCOLAM® B25 is 
a valuable partner for thickening 
and stabilising challenging 
formulations: 
• Efficacy over a broad pH 

range (6.5 to 13) 
• Stability in presence of 

hydrogen peroxide 
• High salt tolerance 
• Shear thinning behaviour, for 

thick, gel-like formulations, 
easy to apply 

• Easy-to-handle, low 
viscosity, liquid form 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Applications 
 
VISCOLAM® B25 is 
recommended to thicken and 
stabilise high-pH applications, 
such as: 
• Hair colours 
• Permanent waves 
• Depilatories 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Viscolam® B25 
High pH, 
high performance 



Formulation guidelines 
VISCOLAM® B25 offers ease of use, as it can be directly dispersed in water, neutralised and readily mixed. Performance 
is formulation dependent and varies with salt concentration, pH and polymer concentration. Typical usage levels range 
from 1 to 4% solids. 
 
 
pH effect on viscosity 
VISCOLAM® B25 achieves very high, stable viscosities from 
pH 6.5 through pH 13 and higher. Alkaline pH allows 
swelling of the polymer, with subsequent viscosity building. 
At low pH, VISCOLAM® B25 retains its easy-to-handle, low 
viscosity, emulsion form. The polymer shows also an 
excellent stability over time, in the presence of heat and 
high pH.  It is therefore ideal for applications such as hair 
colours, relaxers and depilatories. 
 
 
 

Polymer concentration effects on viscosity 
VISCOLAM® B25 is an extremely effective thickener. Very 
high viscosities can be achieved even at low 
concentrations, with small increases in solids producing 
substantial gains in viscosity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Salt tolerance 
VISCOLAM® B25 shows outstanding salt stability, being 
able to build viscosity even with 3% solids sodium chloride. 
It does not phase-separate, also in presence of relevant 
levels of electrolytes, showing a superior salt tolerance to 
many alternative acrylic thickeners. 
 
 
 
 
 
Rheology and effect of shear 
VISCOLAM® B25 is highly pseudoplastic (shear thinning), 
with little thixotropy and quick recovery of viscosity after 
shear. This behaviour is ideal to have thick, gel-like 
formulations at rest, which become easy to apply during 
use.   
 
 
 
 
Hydrogen peroxide stability 
VISCOLAM® B25 is stable to hydrogen peroxide over time and in the presence of heat. In standard boil-bath testing             
(90 °C, 5.5% H₂O₂, 0.05% H₃PO₄), nearly all of the original viscosity was retained after 20 hours. 
 
 

 For more information please contact: 
Home and Personal Care Headquarter | Via Marsala, 38/d | 21013 Gallarate (VA) | Italy 
T + 39 0331 715 824 | cosmetics@lamberti.com 
personalcare.lamberti.com 
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